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Annual Highlights - 1Annual Highlights - 1

Release of the automated chart plotting program

Release of the Variable Star Index (VSX)

Introduction of the Blue and Gold web section

Addition of A. W. Robert’s 70K visual measures

Port of the AAVSO International Database to MySQL

PEP data merged into the International Database

Many observing campaigns initiated



Annual Highlights - 2Annual Highlights - 2

Translations of the Visual Observing Manual

JAM memorial issue of the JAAVSO published

RS Oph went into outburst!



An Average Day on the WebsiteAn Average Day on the Website
Within the Last Year

20,580 requests for pages per day

939 unique visitors served per day

1.7 Gigabytes of data transferred per day



Connected to the AAVSO
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Electronic Mailing List SizesElectronic Mailing List Sizes

Discussion Groups

AAVSO Discussion Group: 460

Photometry Discussion:  270

High Energy Network:  189

Sudden Ionic Disturbances:  122

Education and Public Outreach: 31

Electronic Publications

Alert Notice: 1984

MyNewsFlash:  1223

Charts Announce:  885

CCD Views:  779

Eyepiece Views:  568

Special Notice:  313



A Closer Look atA Closer Look at

Some Popular ProgramsSome Popular Programs
Webobs:

Total Number of Logins: 33,328

Total Number of Unique Logins: 693

Observer who logged in the more than 900 times: RJG, CAI, SSW

Percentage of logins that were members: 46%

Percentage of logins that were observers: 54%

Light Curve Generator:

Total number of curves generated: 116,869

Most popular stars (from most to least): RS Oph, SS Cyg, NSV 21, R

Leo, Omi Cet, R Crb, TU Cas, U Ori, V2362 Cyg, U Gem



A Closer Look atA Closer Look at

Some Popular ProgramsSome Popular Programs
Quick Look:

Total Searches: 413,158

Most popular stars (from most to least): RS Oph, R Leo, SS

Cyg, R Sct, U Gem, U Ori, Eta Car, BZ UMa, R Crb, RX And

Data Downloaded:

Total # of online requests for data: 2,080 or about six per day

Charts:

Total # downloaded:  402,160

Top 10 stars: S Sex, And (const), SN 2003, Chi Cyg, NGC

3169, X Sex, Alpha Ori, Leo (const), HV Vir, Z And



Top Ten Downloaded PagesTop Ten Downloaded Pages
(Excluding the Home Page)(Excluding the Home Page)
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5 Year5 Year WebsiteTrends WebsiteTrends
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Clicks On the Home Page



AAVSO Annual Observations

1911 - 2006
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AAVSO Annual Observations

1911 - 2006
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Megasteps of the AAVSO

1911 - 2006
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William Holt

Curtis Anderson

Leslie C. Peltier

Carolyn Hurless

Ernst Mayer

Paul Goodwin

Philip Steffey

Dietmar Bohme

Paul Vedrenne

George Knight

Sei-ichi Sakuma

Harald Marx

Martti Perala

Stanislaw Swierczynski

Gary Poyner

Robert Johanns

Ronald Zissell

Ferenc Puskas

Miroslav Komorous

Jean Gunther

Gary Poyner

David Weier

Richard Huziak

Vance Petriew

Tom Krajci

Gerry Samolyk



Special RequestsSpecial Requests

Requests filled by HQ staff:     249

Requests filled online:           1841

Total requests:                       2090



MySQLMySQL

AAVSO International DatabaseAAVSO International Database

Fully relational database with SQL searches

Creation of all-new access tools

Congratulations, Aaron!







Variable Star Index (VSX)Variable Star Index (VSX)

Popular program - 900 accesses/day

Recognized at the IAU general assembly

Contains over 137K unique stars

More added every day











Naming ContestNaming Contest

Automated Chart Extractor (ACE). Nice

double meaning, easy to pronounce

Variable Star Plotter (VSP). Easy to

pronounce, fits with VSX.



Observing CampaignsObserving Campaigns

W Vir for George Wallerstein

NGC6811 for Steve Howell

RS Oph for everybody









JA-NET ActivitiesJA-NET Activities

Fully transferred from A. Price to M.

Templeton in May 2006

12 GRB follow-up requests (including

September campaign)

2 GCNs (#4977-060418 & #5430-060807)



Turkish Translation of theTurkish Translation of the

AAVSO Manual for Visual ObservingAAVSO Manual for Visual Observing

- Sample Pages -

Translated by Tugrul Ussakli and Sabahattin Bilsel

Edited by Haldun Menali with assistance from Gamze Menali and Sara Beck



Tugrul Ussakli is enjoying the total eclipse of 2006



Tugrul Ussakli (left) and Sabahattin Bilsel (right)



More TranslationsMore Translations
Work in progress:

Russian: Kirill Sokolovsky and Dennis Nikitin, under Tom
Krajci’s supervision

Greek: George Koronis, Athanasios Douvris and Vagelis
Tsamis from Greece

Japanese: Seiji Tsuji from Japan

Portuguese: Eduardo Burichel from Brazil and Jorge
Almeida from Portugal

Italian: Andrea Salati from Italy

Romanian: Andrei Juravle and Alexandru Tudorica from
Romania



What is next?

What is left of official UN languages: Arabic and Chinese

Then perhaps: German, Hungarian, Indian, Hungarian

More TranslationsMore Translations



AAVSO PublicationsAAVSO Publications
October 2005 October 2005 –– September 2006 September 2006

Journal of the AAVSO

Print: Vol. 33, No.1 and Vol.33, No.2

     Vol. 33, No. 2: Preprint Nos. 12 – 16

eJAAVSO: Vol. 34, No. 1: Preprint Nos.  19, 21, 22, 29, 32, 33

 Vol. 34, No: 2: Preprint Nos. 37 – 44

Edited by Charles A. Whitney, with assistance from Elizabeth

O. Waagen, Michael Saladyga, and Matthew Templeton

AAVSO Bulletin 69: 2006: Predicted Dates of Maxima and

Minima of 561 Long Period Variables

Prepared by Elizabeth O. Waagen



AAVSO Alert Notice, Nos. 327 – 341

Prepared by Elizabeth Waagen and Aaron Price with

assistance by Kerriann Malatesta

AAVSO Special MyNewsFlash: EX Hya appears to be in

outburst

Prepared by Elizabeth Waagen

AAVSO Special Notice, Nos. 1 – 19

Prepared by Aaron Price and Elizabeth Waagen

AAVSO PublicationsAAVSO Publications
October 2005 October 2005 –– September 2006 September 2006



AAVSO Eyepiece Views, Nos. 311 – 316

Prepared by Gamze Menali with contributions from Aaron
Price and Mike Simonsen

AAVSO Variable Star of the Season (AAVSO website)

Prepared by Kerriann Malatesta (Mira Revisited: Winter
2006), Pamela Gay (AH Leo: Spring 2006), Matt Templeton
(V4641 Sgr: Summer 2006) and by Dr. John Percy (The
Remarkable Transformation of V725 Sgr: Autumn Variable
Star of the Season)

AAVSO Newsletter, No. 33

Edited by Travis Searle

AAVSO PublicationsAAVSO Publications
October 2005 October 2005 –– September 2006 September 2006



Observed Minima Timings of Eclipsing Binaries, No. 10

Prepared by Marvin E. Baldwin and Gerry Samolyk

AAVSO 2006 Ephemeris for Eclipsing Binaries

Prepared by Gerard Samolyk and Marvin E. Baldwin

AAVSO 2006 Ephemeris for RR Lyrae Stars

Prepared by Gerard Samolyk and Marvin E. Baldwin

AAVSO Solar Bulletin, Vol. 61, Nos. 9 – 12; Vol. 62, Nos. 1 – 4

Prepared by Carl E. Feehrer; SID Reports by Michael Hill

AAVSO Solar Bulletin, Vol. 62, Nos. 5 – 8

Prepared by Paul Mortfield; SID Reports by Michael Hill

AAVSO PublicationsAAVSO Publications
October 2005 October 2005 –– September 2006 September 2006



AAVSO Staff PublicationsAAVSO Staff Publications
October 2005 October 2005 –– September 2006 September 2006

Boyd, D., Oksanen, A., and Henden, A , "Measurement of the orbital and
superhump periods of the eclipsing cataclysmic variable SDSS
J170213.26+322954.1", J. British Astronomical Association; 2006.
(accepted)

Gerke, J., Howell, S. B., Otero, S., Henden, A., “"Iron Star" AS 325: An
Unusual Emission Line Eclipsing Binary”, AAS Meeting; June 2006.

Henden, A , "Pro-Am Collaboration and the AAVSO, Astrophysics of
Variable Stars”, ASP Conference Series, Vol. 999, C. Sterken and C.
Aerts; 2006.

Davis, K.L., Malatesta, K.H., Turner, R., Beck, S.J., Menali, G., Price, A.,
Saladyga, M., Searle, T.J., Sechelski, S.T., Templeton, M., Waagen,
E.O., “A View of Janet, from the Headquarters Staff”, JAAVSO 33, 2,
112; 2005.

Jevtic, N., Waagen, E.O., Schweitzer, J.S., ”Evidence for Low-
Dimensional Chaos in Semiregular Variable RS Cyg”, Bull. Amer. Astron.
Soc., 207, 1221; 2005.

Malatesta, K.H., Beck, S.J., Menali, G., Waagen, E.O.,“The AAVSO Data
Validation Project”, eJAAVSO (pre-print no.31; accepted for publication
JAAVSO 33, 1,).



AAVSO Staff PublicationsAAVSO Staff Publications
October 2005 October 2005 –– September 2006 September 2006

Pearce, A., Mendicini, D., Waagen, E.O., “V5117 Sagittarii”, IAU Circular

8706; 2006.

Price, A. et al., “Planetary Transits of the Trans- Atlantic Exoplanet

Survey Candidate TrES-1b”, JAAVSO, Volume 34; 2005. (published)

Price, A.; Allen, S. L.; Fhima, A.; Garcia, J.; Mahabal, A.; Seaman, R.;

Williams, R. "The VOEvent Alert Messaging System", presented at the

207th Meeting of the AAS, No 34.02; January 2006.

Price, A., Gay, P., Searle, T., Brissenden, G. Astr. Edu. Rev. 1, 5. "A

History and Informal Assessment of the Slacker Astronomy Podcast",

Astronomy Education Review http://aer.noao.edu/cgi-

bin/article.pl?id=188, presented at the 207th Meeting of the AAS; January

2006.

Price, A., "An Integrated Approach to Outreach With New Media

Technologies", ASP 118th Annual Meeting; 2006.



AAVSO Staff PublicationsAAVSO Staff Publications
October 2005 October 2005 –– September 2006 September 2006

Price, A.; Henden, A.; Templeton, M.R. ; Armstrong, M.; Bedient, J.;
Cook, L.; Pullen, C.; Starkey, D.; Crawford, T.; Corlan, R.; Dvorak, S.;
Graham, K.; Huziak, R.; James, R.;  Messier, D.;  Quinn, N.; Blackwell,
J.; Walker, G.; Rodriguez, D.; Szkody, P.; Garnavich, P. M. ; Levine, S.;
Gallagher, J. S.; Berlind, P.; Vanmunster, T.; Pittichova, J.; Koppelman,
M. D.; Boyd, D.; Schaefer, B. E.,"Untangling a New Short Period Dwarf
Nova and Its Close Companion", submitted PASP; August, 2006.

Templeton, M.R. et al., “The Recently Discovered Dwarf Nova System
ASAS J002511+1217.2: A New WZ Sagittae Star", PASP 118, 236.

Templeton, M.R. and Price, A., "Campaign '04: AAVSO Observing
Campaigns in 2004", JAAVSO 33.2; 2006.

Templeton, M.R., "From Submission to Publication", prepared for the
Publication Workshop, held during the 94th Spring Meeting of the
AAVSO, to appear in JAAVSO; 2006.

Templeton, M.R., West, J.D., Terrel, D., Hodgson, W.D. , Koppelman,
M.D., Luedeke, K.D., Wood, J.E., Henden, A., "Preliminary Results from
the AAVSO Infrared Photometry Group", presented at the 207th Meeting
of the AAS (AAS 207, 122.17); January 2006.



AAVSO Staff PublicationsAAVSO Staff Publications
October 2005 October 2005 –– September 2006 September 2006

Templeton, M., Photometric Surveys and Variable Stars (ppt file),
Matthew Templeton, Presented at the USNO Flagstaff Station; February
24, 2006.

Templeton, M.R., "Amateur Contributions to Variable Star Astronomy",
presented at the Society for Amateur Scientists Convention, Providence,
RI; August 26, 2006.

Waagen, E.O., Williams, P., de Scala, G., Merlin, J.-C., “V1118 Orionis”,
IAU Circular 8626; 2005.

Waagen, E.O., Allen, B., Nelson, P., “Nova in the Large Magellanic
Cloud”, IAU Circular 8636; 2005.

Waagen, E.O., Labordena, C., Pearce, A., Granslo, B., Otten, C.,
Mavrofridis, G., Muyllaert, E., “RS Ophiuchi”, IAU Circular 8688; 2006.

Waagen, E. O., Granslo, B., Reszelski, M., Otten, C., Poyner, G.,
Kammerer, A., Biesmans, M., Simonsen, M., Komorous, M.,
Chiselbrook, C., “V2362 Cygni”, Central Bureau Electronic Telegram
466; 2006.



AAVSO Staff PublicationsAAVSO Staff Publications
October 2005 October 2005 –– September 2006 September 2006

Waagen, E.O., James, R., Dvorak, S., Mendicini, D., “RS Ophiuchi”,

Central Bureau Electronic Telegram 502; 2006.

Waagen, E.O., Naillon, D., Schmeer, P., Swierczynski, S., ”SW Ursae

Majoris”, IAU Circular 8748; 2006.

Waagen, E.O., “Annual Report of the Director for Fiscal Year 2003-

2004”, JAAVSO 33, 2, 222; 2006.

Waagen, E.O., “Introduction: Janet Akyuz Mattei and the AAVSO”,

JAAVSO 33,2, 106; 2006.

Waagen, E.O., “The Janet Mattei Gravesite”, JAAVSO 33,2, 148; 2006.

Williams, P., Waagen, E.O., Krajci, T., Schmeer, P., “Nova Ophiuchi

2006 No. 2”, Central Bureau Electronic Telegram 469; 2006.

Williams, P., Waagen, E.O., Krajci, T., Schmeer, P., “V2576 Ophiuchi =

Nova Ophiuchi 2006 No. 2”, IAU Circular 8700; 2006.



Publications with AAVSO AssistancePublications with AAVSO Assistance
October 2005 October 2005 –– September 2006 September 2006

Balman, S., Retter, A., and Bos, M., "The Detection of a 3.5-h Period in
the Classical Noval Velorum 1999 (V382 Vel) and the Long Term Behavior
of the Nova Light Curve", AJ; 2006. (accepted)

Barlow, E.J. et al., "20-100 keV properties of cataclysmic variables
detected in the INTEGRAL/IBIS survey", MNRAS; 2006. (accepted)

Hachisu, I. et al., 2006, "The Hydrogen Burning Turn-off of RS Ophiuchi
2006", submitted to Astrophysical Journal Letters.

Kiss, L.L., Szabo, Gy.M., and Bedding, T.R., 2006, "Variability in red
supergiant stars: pulsations, long secondary periods and convection
noise", Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society; 2006.
(accepted)

Kotnik-Karuza, D. et al., "The effect of dust obscuration in RR Tel on
optical and IR long-term photometry and Fe II emission lines", Astronomy
& Astrophysics 452, 503; 2006.



Publications with AAVSO AssistancePublications with AAVSO Assistance
October 2005 October 2005 –– September 2006 September 2006

Massey, P., Levesque, E. M., Plez, B., "Bringing VY Canis Majoris Down

to Size: An Improved Determination of Its Effective Temperature", The

Astrophysical Journal, Volume 646, Issue 2, pp. 1203-1208; 2006.

Neustroev, V.V., Zharikov, S.V., Michel, R., "Simultaneous photometry and

echelle-spectroscopy of the dwarf nova BZ Ursae Majoris during the 2005

January outburst", MNRAS; 2005. (accepted)

Rudnitskii, G. M., Pashchenko, M. I., "Long-Term Monitoring of the Long-

Period Variable Y Cassiopeiae in the 1.35-cm Water-Vapor Line",

Astronomy Letters, Vol. 31, Issue 11, p.760-766; 2005.

Shears, J., Pickard, R., and Poyner, G., "CG Draconis, a particularly active

dwarf nova", Journal of the British Astron. Assoc.; 2006. (accepted)



http://www.aavso.org/publications/eyepieceviews/

Eyepiece Views is a newsletter published to

support our observers' visual observing program

with lists of new targets, new observing program

ideas, and information that is both interesting and

helpful. Comments will be added on stars, mostly

long period variables (LPVs) that need more

observations and other news from time to time.

Issues:

September 2006

July 2006

May 2006

March 2006

January 2006

November 2005

June 2005

November 2002

September 2002

July 2002

May 2002

March 2002

January 2002

November 2001

September 2001

July 2001



2007 AAS Calendar Page2007 AAS Calendar Page



AAVSO BrochureAAVSO Brochure
Geared for the Amateur AstronomerGeared for the Amateur Astronomer



AAVSO BrochureAAVSO Brochure
Geared for the Professional AstronomerGeared for the Professional Astronomer



WhatWhat’’s Next?s Next?

CompStar DB

Support of the BAA and RASNZ databases

PEP raw data submission

Real-time data validation

CCD output file standardization

Online image access and header database



AwardsAwards

2 SID Award recipients (awarded to

observers with 40 or more months of

SID data reports)

9 Sunspot Award recipients (awarded

to observers with 1,500 or more

observations)



AwardsAwards
Arne receives the first Charles Butterworth Award

“This, the first Charles Butterworth Award, was presented to Dr.

Arne Henden, Director AAVSO, on 3rd June 2006 by the Variable

Star Section of the British Astronomical Association, in recognition

of his outstanding contributions to the observation of variable stars.”



AwardsAwards

"We are very proud to announce that AAVSO Senior Technical Assistant, Elizabeth Waagen, has

been awarded the Astronomical League’s prestigious Leslie C. Peltier Award for 2006. The

Astronomical League presented the award to Elizabeth for her contributions to variable star research

and for her work as Interim Director, guiding the AAVSO through the difficult time during the 18

months that encompassed Janet Mattei’s illness and death and the subsequent search to find a new

Director. Our congratulations to Elizabeth for receiving this well deserved honor. For more

information on the Leslie C. Peltier Award visit:

http://www.astroleague.org/al/awards/peltier/peltiers.html"

Elizabeth Waagen receives the Leslie Peltier Award for 2006



One more award…





A story…






