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The Passing of an Era



Sale of 25 Birch Street



Purchase of 49 Bay State Road



The New AAVSO Headquarters



Moving to the New HQ - 1



Moving to the New HQ - 2



Moving to the New HQ - 3



Moving to the New HQ - 4



Moving the Sign



Unpacking - 1



Unpacking - 2



Fundraising

Replenish AAVSO income-producing funds

Repair and remodel building and grounds

Each member should consider donating to

the Building Fund to support the organization

Can handle monthly MC/Visa contributions

More information on webpage



New Web Features from Kate

VSP released

RSS feed made available

PEP tools

Membership renewal process automated

Update MyNewsFlash profiles

Education/public outread section added

Shopping carts, donations, renewals handled
through paypal

Automated update of membership upon web renewal

Internal pages to automate sending of Alert and
Special Notices

Homepage articles, History Channel links



Annual Observations

759,288 visual observations (A.W.

Roberts and Albert Jones) usually 400K

26,774 PEP observations (multiple

year, reprocessing)

896,257 CCD observations

1.7M observations this year



Observation Totals



Neat Web Features

Count total

observations

Download all

observations



Total Data Transferred on Site
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AAVSO Data Download Requests
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2,760 from

one student

8,401 requests



Distinct Hosts Served
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Home Page Hits
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Everything Except Home Page

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

Oct Nov Dec Jan,

2007

Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Page
Requests



Variable Star Plotter Only
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PEP News

Online raw data input

36K observations reprocessed, now

online

P Cyg campaign

More campaigns coming soon (eta Aur,

VV Ori)



New

online

input form







Visual Observing News

Several issues of Eyepiece Views

Mira’s bright maximum and marvelous

tail

AW Roberts observations merged

Albert Jones/RASNZ observations

merged



Brightest maximum of Mira in many years



Mira’s tail from Galex

2 degrees long = 13 Ly

30K years of history



A. W. Roberts Data

South Africa, 1891-1922

70,000 observations of 99 stars, generally
south of -30

Discovered RR Cen

46,304 observations submitted by Tim
Cooper and his father, Dennis

Remainder being compiled by Brian Fraser.
All digitized by the Astronomical Society of
Southern Africa



RASNZ Database

1,588,806 observations; database by Ranald
McIntosh of RASNZ

Merging with our database began in March,
2007. 1,056,174 observations merged so far
(including duplicates already submitted to
AID).

Largest contributor is Albert Jones, with
359,664 observations

HQ processing by Mike Saladyga



RS Tel (without JA)RS Tel (without JA)



RS Tel (with JA)RS Tel (with JA)



R Lup (without JA)RU Lup (without JA)



RU Lup (with JA)



T Cha (without JA)T Cha (without JA)



12,197 observations by JA!

T Cha (with JA)T Cha (with JA)



T Pyx (without JA)T Pyx (without JA)



T Pyx (with JA)



CCD Observing News

VSD photometry table (21.8K stars

with reliable photometry)

New tools (signal/noise calculators,

Lew Cook’s spreadsheets)

SS Cyg campaign results published



Eclipsing

Cepheid
Antipin et al. 0705.0605



SRO data

Modulation by

binary eclipses

obvious

(primary on left

and secondary

about JD 265)



High Energy Network News

Discovery by Arto Oksanen of the

optical afterglow of GRB071010B

Blazar campaign (Boettcher) Veritas,

XMM

HMXB campaign (Sarty) optical/DAO



Variable Star Highlights

6 new novae (last: V390 Nor)

Eclipsing cepheid

Transiting exoplanets

Unusual activity (GW Lib, P Cygni)

Eclipse of V838 Mon

New UGWZ (HS2331 = V455 And)

Two naked-eye comets!



Recent Novae



17P/Holmes,  Canada, McDonald



McNaught

Patagonia

Druckmuller



New Submission Formats

Visual format now permits long object

names, does not require HD, condensed set

of comment codes

Extended format created for CCD observers,

enabling differential and ensemble

photometry.  All major software vendors have

agreed to support this format.

These formats will go on-line in about a week



New

Visual

Format



New CCD/

Extended

Format

Packages

supporting the new

format:

CCDSoft

Mira

MaximDL

AIP4WIN

Canopus

AstroArt



New Object Automation

AAVSO International Database will now
accept data on any star in VSX

No more 9999+99

No more waiting for Harvard Designation to
be created

Special VSX interface to add new stars
internally, without requiring moderator
approval. These will not appear in VSX
queries

Again, going on-line in about a week



Robotic Telescope News

Sonoita Research Observatory C14
performing well (currently calibrating LPV
fields)

24-inch at Mount John University
Observatory (MJUO, NZ) coming online early
2008

24-inch Lowell Morgan telescope coming
online mid-2008

Web interface delayed due to VSP, but just
ask me if you want something observed
(member benefit)



Sonoita Research Observatory

(SRO)

Operated by John Gross; partners Dirk
Terrell, Walt Cooney and AAVSO

C14, Paramount, STL-1001E



Real value of SRO is for long-term monitoring of many

fields. Note near complete BVRI coverage (dropouts

due to summer monsoon) of this circumpolar object



Much of quiescent photometry from Bill Dillon using SRO



Mt. John University

Observatory (MJUO)



Lowell/Morgan

Telescope



VSP News

VSP = Variable Star Plotter

Caveats: some sequence stars missing if
suspected variables; some labels changed if
different between different scales; some
labels changed with updated photometry;
extra stars and scaling problems.

Next photometry release December.  All
observers will be requested to use new
charts as of January 1, 2008.

Kudos to Vance, Aaron, Chris, MikeK and
the Teams!









The Eggen Legacy

Olin J. Eggen 1919-

1998

50 year-career

Moving groups

Stellar populations

Lots of variable stars

Kept results on

75,000 index cards

Only portion ever

published

Stored at CTIO last

10 years

Cards loaned to

AAVSO for

scanning/digitizing



Arrival at AAVSO HQ - 400 pounds!



Sara sorting…



Sorted and Filed



Typical Card



Mayall Assistant - David Coit



A Busy Summer!

Uploaded 300K CCD images from NOFS and SRO

onto Terabyte file server

Scanned 60K of Eggen’s index cards (Linda has

scanned most of the rest)

Looked at hundreds of Mira light curves to select

well-sampled ones

Data-entry of thousands of BVRI observations for

Gary Walker

Documented CCD compstars for dozens of charts

Created web pages for all old journal articles



Other HQ Highlights - 1

Prevalidation - checking for typos, etc. - now
available so that data is visible and downloadable
immediately. Regular validation also back on track,
main stars validated

Beginnings of the Centenary Book (100yrs of
AAVSO History) by Williams & Saladyga

Ticketing system for correspondence

Many campaigns (Blazars, P Cygni,  Blazars,
exoplanets, etc.)

Doc Kinne hired as part-time technical assistant to
help Aaron on IT stuff



Other HQ Highlights - 2

Aaron now in Tufts PhD science
eduation program.  Held AAVSO/Tufts
Astronomy Education Research
symposium in September

Turkey 2nd Amateur Astronomy
Symposium

Don’t forget Arne’s Stars:
http://www.aavso.org/tmp2/projects



HQ Publications

Japanese Visual Observing Manual
released; Chinese in progress

34n1 JAAVSO printed; 34n2 nearly
complete; many eJAAVSO articles posted

17 Alert Notices and 50 Special Notices

6 eyepiece views

Two VSOTS

RASC observer’s manual sections

LPV max/min bulletin

Eclipsing binary, RR Lyr ephemerides

Monthly solar bulletin



Staff Publications

Non-refereed: 8 (Henden, Menali,

Saladyga, Templeton).  Example:

BAAS abstracts/posters.

Refereed: 22 (Henden, Price,

Templeton). PASP, AJ, JAAVSO etc.



Publications with AAVSO

Assistance

34 papers in journals such as

Astronomy & Astrophysics, MNRAS,

ApJ, AJ, PASP, etc.  Assistance

ranges from providing light curves to

performing data analysis.

Complete list in published Director’s

Report



Completed Manual Translation

Japanese

translated by Seiji Tsuji



Translations in Progress

Polish

translated by Andrzej Grabowski

and Jerzy Speil

Chinese

translated by Dr. Phillip K. Lu,

CSU Distinguished Professor of

Astronomy, Emeritus



Solar Awards

5 SID Awards

No solar awards (1500 obs)



Future?

Improved LPV bulletin

Recommended stars to observe

Improved photometric sequences

Access to all SRO and NOFS CCD images

Robotic telescope submission form

Improved relations with other international

organizations

IYA2009!



Thanks!

  Thanks to everyone - observers,

volunteers, staff - for making this a very

enjoyable and productive year!




