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The RAVSO meeting at Williams Observatory,Hood College, Fredrick,Md., On
May 16th., and 17th., was one that will long be remembered by those that weee
present. Professor Loah B..1llen the director of the observatory, and, college
presidént Dr.Stair were delightful hosts. There existed a spirit of southern
hospitality that made one fecl as though one belonged.

ALVSO details will be published }ater in V.riable Comments and in Popular
Astronomy under "V.riable Stars" by MreLoon C.mpbell.

Tne Solar Division had an active part in the program. Those connected with
it, that were present, were ‘Mz oReuzlph NeBuckstaff of Oskosh, Wisconsin, Mr.H.B.
Rumrill of Burwyn, Pennsylvania, Ir.J.C.Bartlett of Baltimore ,Maryland, and
Mr.C.Slemaker of Washington D.C.

The following papers on solar work were presented.

1."The Currcent Poak Of Solar Activity And Some gffects On Radio Transmission."
pr.Hgarlan T.Stetson.

2." Granmuxations and Color Ia Sunspots.”
Ir.J.C.Bartlett.

3,1 ight Absorpition In Colored Glass." ( with respect to solar obsarvations)
‘ Mr.H.B.Rumrill.

t.m'n fpvarent Earth~Effect Upon Sunspot Activity."
Mr.H.B.Clough.

5."Climate - In The Upper-Midwestern United Statesfnd Its Relation TO sunspots."
MrOFchR:;derO -

6."Lifo Among Sunspots.”
Mr wW-lter Ge.Bowerman.

The above papers are all destined for publication,notice of which, will be
given later. '

! solsar Division exhibit was arranged at the Observatory, consisting of
5.D. Observers and thoir equipment, the Nov.1946 Eclipse photos of Rev.Kearons
as well as some of his rccent sunspot photos, and, sunspot photos of Gordon Newkirk
of Harvard Universfity one of our members, sunspot photos of Henry Power M.D. of
pale 21to, Czlifornia, Mr.Jr.Smith of Columbia Junction,lowa and Mr.James Hillebrsnd
of Detroit,Michigan. Sunspot drewings by Revercnd H.Kitley, gosford NSW Australla,
and Mr.Joseph A.Swaelen of Berchim-Antworp, Bolguim. 2 series of jllustrations in
0il, of Gramlations, and, Color in sunspots by Dr.J.C.Bartlett wers also in the
oxhibit. Many fine comments were made on the exhibit and what it represonted.
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Wo ara, at this writing, in the midst of some posk sunspot activity with
spot counts well over 300. There were no such great values in the previous
sunspot cyclo. In fact, the highest obsorvolt mean valucs found inttho Zurich
tables were 154.4 with a smoothed moan of 151.3 for the ycar 1778.

The proscnt cyele will make history and wo arc indced fortunate to havo the
priviledgo of obsorving in it. .

Literaturs rcleascd this past month of interest to us 1s as follows;

1. "The suns short rcgular variation and its lapge cffoct on torrestrial temper-
atures," : '
Dr.C.G. /bbotti
Published by Smithsonian Institutiom Washington D.C.
Smithsonionian Misc.Col. Vol 107 No. 4
Price 30 conts.

2, wost Cold Waves Come Whon Sun Is- Spottlest.”
Scionce Weakly Nows Lottor.
Science Sorvice Weshington,D.C.
Price 15 cents.

3, "How To Chart."
Walter E.Weld.
Codex Book' Co.Norwood ,M#sS.
Price $2.00

4. " Drought - Its Cabses and Effccts . By Ivan Ray T:-nnehill.
Princoton University Pross $3400

5. "Physical Characteristice:.of Sunspotse" By Mr.H.B.Rumrill.
Popular Astronomy May Issue.
Vol.LV No 5 pp 244-258.

Recently thamo was formed an astronomical society in Poru known as FSOCI¥CION
PERUNA . DE 2STRONOMIZ . Its prosident 1s Sr. Victor . Estramadoyro, our cxccllent
solar division obsorver. Mr.Estromadoyro writesthat the socloty has started a
library and would wgelcome somo Lmorican astronomy text. If you have somo text iIn
duplicate or othor astronomical works which you could sparc thoy would be greatly
approciated by this new organization, our southorn neighbors and colleagues. Seord.
same to Mr Estromadoyro, Emrique Palacious 167, Chorrillos (Lima) Psru, South
. Amorica. :

Tre death of Mr.Kuox Loe is a groat loss to the Bolar Division. If ever tharc
was a Haorlan T.Stotson 's, typs observer, ( his letter to us Dec.4,1944, " F faith-
ful observer is onc who would look upon missing a singla days possible obsoervation
as a tragedy =----."), 1t was Knox ILco; god Rnst His Soul. I miss hia- It
would be a splondid tokon of friendship if you would address a card or note of
sympathy to the family remaining. Send samc to Mrs. Bessie Ka¥jy 1e0,406 Shirley
stresot, Marshall,Tcxas. -

If you do not find your name on the monthly reductinns repori it is bccause
your monthly sunspot report has not roachod us by the tenth of the new month,
which is the closing date of our schedulo with Washington. Mmherae are raolstivly
fow who miss this date occasionally in this country but we would like to make 1t
100 per cent if possible. We roeceive reports from Mr.Goorge Caraioryis, Khartoum,
Sudan, South Africa, Air Ml in time so surely w2 in the U.S. can easily get
your roport to this office by the 10th or oarliocr. Other foreign obscrvers,whose
reports arrivé post schedule, can rest assurod thet their roeports are boing used fo:
purposgs just as important as the monthly determination of the Preliminary sunspot
number .



Mr.Knox Lee.

We grieve to announce,the death, of Mr.Knox Lee, of
Marshall,Texas cn April 9th.,1947.

Mr.Lee was a solar observer prior to the inception of
the LAV30 Solar Division and faithfully, even during several
perinds of illness, submitted regular monthly reports to us.

His many letters to the chairman revealed great devotion
to the sciences, more especially, astronomy. He was also an
observer of Variable Sturs, and becume one of the leading
amateur astronomers of the great southwest.

His home, at 406 Shirley Street, was often visited by
many friend and organized groups to view the heavens through
his self-constructed telescops, and to hear his lectures on the
observed objects. _ :

Mr.Lee was a graduate of the Texas [ & M in electrical en-
gineering. Ffrom engineer to division manager and finally Vice
President of the Southwestern Gas and Electric Company exempli-
fied his industry and devotion to duty.

'In eciviec affairs, Service Clubs, Chamber Of Commerce
President, fraternal work in the Masonic Order, activities con-
nected with the war effort he always gave of himself unselfishly
without whought of glory und praise.

Mr.pee is survived by his widow, Mrs. Bessle Kelley lee.
two dsughters znd two snns. His devotion to them and they to him
was nutstanding in his correspondence with the chzairman of the
Solar Division.

Standing by his side in Rds few ren=ining hours, we choose
the word of Mr.Alfred Noyes , from his 'Watchers 0f The Skies"

Put out the lamp, now. Draw those
cur+ta.us tack,

£nd let ws die with starlight on my face.

An angel's hand in mine . + + yes; I can

say
My nuic dimittis now . . o light, and more
light
In that pure realm whose darkness is our
reacs.
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