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SOLAR ACTIVITY DURING MAY

Despite the great increase in relative sunspot numbers, only
three ionospheric disturbances were recorded by Solar Division
observers during May. Disturbances on the 3rd and 4th were only
of medium intensity although they were widely recorded with seven
observers having good good records of the event on the 4th. A
reproduction of one of these recordings appears on page 2.

Sunspot activity increased markedly over the level of the
previous month. The monthly mean of 124,3 for the American
numbers was the highest mean so far for this cycle. The previous
high was 117.2 in December 1967. Toward the end of the month
three large groups were present each of which was easily visible
to the unaided eye.

RECENT TREND OF RELATIVE SUNSPOT NUMBERS
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