2013 Updates to the Manual for Visual Observing of Variable Stars

(based on the April 2011 version)

Foreword:

page iii – Added names to the last paragraph of the Foreword

Table of Contents:

page iv – Removed “The Harvard Designation and AUID” and Chapter 8 from the Table of Contents

Introduction:

page v – Changed “Why study variable stars?” and most of "What is the value of visual observations?”

page vi – Updated dates and totals in “What is the AAVSO?”
Chapter 1 - Preparations
page 1 – Changed “Help is available” section and replaced photo with new one.

page 2 – Replaced photo of Haldun Menali

page 3 – Modified “Telescope”  and “Finder” sections of “Equipment Needed” and removed photo of Nicholas Olivia

page 5 – One sentence added to the end of “Atlas” section and a new paragraph was inserted into the “AAVSO Star Charts” section. Under “Clock or Watch” changed sentence “...and accurate to within a few minutes…” to “…and accurate to within a minute…”

Chapter 2 – Variable Star Charts
page 7 – Changed image of VSP (to show new Binocular Chart option)

page 8 – In “FIELD OF VIEW” section, changed limits to “1 to 1200”. In “WOULD YOU LIKE TO DISPLAY A DSS IMAGE ON THE CHART” removed the last part of the last sentence “…so it is not recommended.” Added new section “WOULD YOU LIKE A BINOCULAR CHART?” and sidebar on “The AAVSO Binocular Program” (I had to add a page to make this fit in the English version).

Chapter 3 – Making Observations
page 12 – Changed the title and first sentence in “2b. Find the variable (using setting circles)” replacing references to “setting circles” with “GoTo mount”.

page 14 – Removed the word “probably” from the last paragraph in the “Orientation of charts” section.

page 18 – Added a section called “Find the comparison stars”
page 19 – Re-organized/re-wrote the section called “Estimating the variable’s brightness” and added a section called “Faint stars”. Added new photo.

page 20 – Inserted image of observing notebook from Chapter 8 (page 50)

Chapter 4 – About Variable Stars

page 22 – Removed reference to Harvard Designation in title of section “Harvard Designation and AUID” and first three paragraphs from that section.

page 24 – Updated section on “The International Variable Star Index”

page 25 – Re-wrote page called “Greek Letters and Star Names in the AAVSO”
Chapter 5 – Figuring the Date

pages 29 – 30 – Changed examples so they refer to the year 2013.

page 33 -  Figure 5.1 replaced JD calendar with one from 2013.

Chapter 6 – Planning an Observing Session
page 35 – Removed note in bold at the beginning of the Chapter. Added “planetarium software” to beginning of section on “Which stars are available for viewing?”
page 38 – Removed section on “Plotting the Position of a Variable” and replaced Table 6.2 with a new version. Separated paragraphs in the “A Typical Observing Session” box so it is easier to read.

page 39 – Added a new paragraph and made a few changes to the section “AAVSO Bulletin”

Chapter 7 – Submitting Observations to the AAVSO

page 40 – Revised paragraphs 3 and 4 by removing references to “Quick Look. Updated second paragraph in section  "Submit observations individually" to reflect change in WebObs.

Chapter 8 – Sample Observation

Removed entire chapter

Appendix 2 – AAVSO Sections

Updated image of sections page.

Appendix 3 – Additional Resources

pages 61-62 - updated and added references
Index 

page 66 – Removed “Harvard Designation” and “setting circles” and fixed page numbers.
