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SOLAR ACTIVITY DURING MAY

Eleven separate ionospheric disturbances were recorded by
Solar Division observers during May. Most of these were recorded
as sudden enhancements of signal (SES) of very-low-frequency station
NBA. in Panama operating on 24 kHz. The events of 2, 17, 18, and 28
May were also widely recorded as sudden enhancements of atmospheric
noise (SEA) but local thunderstorms masked enhancements associated
with other disturbances for many observers as often happens in spring
and summer. The most widely recorded events of May océcurred on the
17th and 18th. Both were of above average intensity. Two recordings
made on the 17th are reproduced on page two.

Sunspot activity was up from the previous month. The monthly
mean of the American sunspot numbers rose to.120.9 from 102.4 in
April. Numbers reached a peak on 23-25 which has only been exceeded
by the peak of 18 March 1969. Except for a small A-type group, sun=
spots were to be found only in the sun's western hemisphere on the:
15th and 16th of May. The month ended with relative numbers at their
lowest level since July 1968.

RECENT TREND OF RELATIVE SUNSPOT NUMBERS
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