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Thirty-eight ionospheric disturbances were recorded by the Solar
Division's observers during April. Many of these eventis were greater
than average in energy, especially those events recorded toward the end
of the month., Events were noted through a major part of the month but
most of the energetic ones occurred from the 24th through the end of
the month. Whlle 1t appears that the terrestrial effects were much
less than during the period of August 1972, many of the events were
the largest that have been recorded since last August.

On page two is reproduced a part of a chart from day 22 which
shows two lonospheric disturbances that were recorded by A33, Mr. Neal
R. Scott, Ormond Beach, Florida, by the SES (Sudden Enhancement of
Signal) method. The two events are interesting in that the first is
rather typical of the "sudden rise" type in that the time from the
start to the peak is relatively short. The second event 1s typlcal
of the "slow rise" type in that the rise is very slow, giving a shape
that tends toward being symmetrical. Close examination will show that
the rise side of the trace 1s convex while the decay side follows the
usual concave characteristics. The interruption of the trace for about
ten minutes before 1400 UT is due to the radio station in Cutler, Maine
sending 1ts special time signals and identification code which is

transmitted periodically and decreases the total energy received during
that perilod.

The mean of the American sunspot numbers rose to 56.4 for the
month of April. While this is not a great increase, it is the highest
it has been during the last six months.
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SUDDEN IONOSPHERIC DISTURBANCES RECORDED DURING APRIL 1973
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letter by Dr. Barocas,

Preston, U.K. and on 29th at 1012 UT.



