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SUNSPOT  ACTIVITY FOR MAY

Sunspot activity continued at a high level during May which
started off with a beta-gamma group on the central meridian that
was easily visible to the unaided eye. The monthly mean of the
American sunspot numbers was 79.6. This brought the twelve-month
smoothed mean up to 49.8 for November 1977.

Flare activity produced many ionospheric disturbances during
May although most of these were rather small. Sixty-two events
were recorded in all by thirteen observers. The most active day
was the seventh when there were six events. Charts are reproduced

on page two that show events that occurred on the twenty-ninth and
the 30th,

RECENT TREND OF RELATIVE SUNSPOT NUMBERS
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