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On the left, Ernest Richardson, UK, takes a snapshot of AR1429 on the 5th of March with a digital 
camera at the eyepiece of his 8Ó SCT. On the right is a VLF SID graph of recorded outbursts from 
Active Region 1429 for the 6th of March from Biswajit Bose, India, recording the VTX4 Naval 
transmitter at 19.2 kHz.  

 
 

We are implementing the new SunEntry program ! 
 

The formal release of SunEntry is scheduled for May 1, 2012.  
However, we would suggest that all AAVSO sunspot observers begin learning how to work with 
SunEntry by using it to enter their April, 2012 data.  
 
You can download the SunEntry program from here, please visit this page:  
http://www.aavso.org/sun-entry you will need an AAVSO account. Please contact AAVSO Staff 
member Sara Beck (sara@aavso.org) to have access to the SunEntry AAVSO database.  
 
Please save all your entries to both a text file and to the SunEntry database.  
 
Please send only the SunEntry text files for April, 2012 to:  
Kim Hay  
AAVSO Sunspot Coordinator  
solar.aavso@gmail.com  



 

 

Sudden Io nospheric Disturbance Report  

    
 

 

 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     
      Sudden Ionospheric Disturbances (SID) Records During March, 2012 
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SID graphs from Ro berto Battaiola, Milan Italy,  
recording transmissions  from LaBlanc France at 18.3 kHz  
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SID Events Recorded for March, 
2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Importance rating:  Duration (min) 1-: <19 1: 19-25 1+: 26-32 2: 33-45 2+: 46-85 3: 86-125 3+: >125 

 
         Sudden Ionospheric Disturbances (SID) Observers During March, 2012 
 

Observer Code Station(s) monitored Observer Code Station(s) monitored 

P King A80 HWU  B Terrill A120 NWC  

A McWilliams A94 NML  F Adamson A122 NWC  

R Battaiola A96 HWU  G Myers A124 NLK  

J Wallace A97 NAA  S Oatney A125 NML NPM  

F Steyn A102 NAA NWC  K Cotar A129 DHO FTA  

A Son A112 DHO  S Zinn A130 NAA NML  

L Loudet A118 DHO GQD ICV  J Karlovsky A131 DHO ICV  

J Godet A119 GBZ GQD ICV     
 
There were 195 solar flares measured by GOES-15 for March, 2012. There were three X class 
flares 20 M class flares, 104 C class and 68 B class flares. The sun was very active compared to 
February, 2012. There were 15 AAVSO SID Observers who submitted reports this month. 
 

Solar Flare Summary Based on GOES-15 Data 
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American Relative Sunspot Numbers (Ra) for 
March, 2012 [boldface = maximum, minimum]    

DAY NumObs  RAW Ra 

1 25 26 16 

2 24 24 17 

3 33 56 38 

4 30 76 55 

5 30 96 69 

6 31 105 74 

7 22 87 66 

8 33 90 68 

9 30 101 77 

10 37 96 68 

11 38 107 79 

12 29 98 68 

13 35 93 64 

14 38 80 55 

15 32 71 50 

16 30 75 48 

17 33 70 47 

18 29 54 39 

19 37 64 46 

20 26 75 52 

21 32 62 42 

22 34 54 40 

23 32 56 40 

24 38 78 55 

25 37 70 48 

26 41 71 51 

27 36 71 52 

28 38 79 56 

29 28 104 70 

30 32 80 53 

31 27 66 43 

Averages  32.2 75.3 53.1 ! ! ! !
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New Data Entry Software for Sunspot Observers 
 
Participants in the AAVSO Solar SectionÕs sunspot 
observing program will soon have a new way to 
enter and submit their data to the AAVSO. 
 
SunEntry is a platform independent Java application 
that will help observers to create reports and send 
them to the solar database. Users will be able to 
submit their observations day by day, or on a 
monthly basis as they have done in the past. The data 
collected will then be published monthly in the Solar 
Bulletin and used in the AAVSO American Relative 
Sunspot Program.  
 
Over the past several weeks, SunEntry has been 
beta-tested and useful feedback has been sent to its 
creator, AAVSO Staff member Sara Beck 
(sara@aavso.org). 
 
The formal release of SunEntry is scheduled for May 
1, 2012. However, we would suggest that all 
AAVSO sunspot observers begin learning how to 
work with SunEntry by using it to enter their April 
data.  Please save all your entries to a text file and to 
the database. 

It is our goal to make SunEntry the only program 
you will need for submitting sunspot data to the 
AAVSO and we ask that all users of SUNKEY and 
SolObs switch to the new program. Using it will not 
only reduce staff time and the time spent entering 
data by Solar Section leaders, but it will also ensure 
that your data is properly formatted and stored in the 
most useful form for solar researchers to access. 
To read more about SunEntry and to download the 
program, please visit this page: 
http://www.aavso.org/sun-entry 
 
People who have never submitted sunspot data to the 
AAVSO before, but would like to begin participating 
in the program should contact the Solar Section 
chairman, Rodney Howe (ahowe@frii.com) to let 
him know of your interest. Useful information about 
the sunspot observing program can also be found 
here: http://www.aavso.org/solar. 
 
 


